
Octobtr 7, 1964 

Dr. H. B. Newcombt 
Head, Biology Branch 
Biology and Htalth Physics Division 
Atomic Energy of Canada Limited 
Chalk River, Ontario 

Dear Howard: 

I hasten to answtr your letter of tht 29th. 

I am aurt you know how detply I ahart your concern8 and aspirations. For 
a timcc I would al80 have endorsed the idea of a center or an elite committee, 
but I have rince come to the conclusion that the analysis of policy for man 
ie too important to bt ltft to such 8 device or to such rimilar ataaurts as 
thtxeration of government committats, and ao forth. I would bt very happy 
at the stimulus that your group fa affording to deeper thought on this policy, 
but I cannot support the ldaa of any rtatricttd forum whtn the subject should 
be the proper buaineoe of every university on earth. Nor do I me how any 
tntfty short of a university can properly focus tht full breadth of huraan 
culture, none of which ia irrelevant to policy for man. Any tntrgy or effort 
that I or any member of any other university would lend to another organiaation 
must detract from what he would be able to do at home, and this is the eaaential 
reason for my reaervatioms. Quite possibly the different institutional environ- 
menta in which we now find ourselves uay htlp to color our respective outlooks, 
and I would hardly want to find myself in a poeifion of discouraging any con- 
structive activity that others may with to undertake. 

Actually, even the university may be too restrictive 8 forum txcept inmfar 
as it is in close comaunication with tht whole society, which ia to say that 
its leadership must be effective. 

I would foreate ona particular difficulty on which any centraliaed activity 
ia very liktly to bog down. People will join their minds, even over long 
ptrLOd8 of timt, when there are aptcific courses of action in view aa a con- 
sequence of their deliberations. This may be no more than issues of curriculum 
or more general educational policy; in other conttxts it may be in a specific 
advisory capacity for govermnental or other social action. Unless 88 an alter- 
native you foresee some amans of inculcating the fervor of a new religion, I 
would caution that this is another serious lack in tht proposals. 

In my own taxperience I havt found the most cogent criticism of some of my 
general ideas more from atudtnta and fellows that I have talked to than panels, 
symposia and coraatitteea of specialists on the two cultures. 
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You may be inttresttd in a mmorandum of 8 recent meeting of the Ptllows 
of the Markla Foundation that brought out a couple of faauta rather more 
clearly than I had ptrctived them before. 

Yours, a8 ever, 

Joshua Ltderbtrg 
Professor of Genttica 


